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Mount Douglas Secondary School 
 

 

Scholarship Information 
 

This information is designed to provide you with an overview of: 
• the variety of scholarships available 
• suggestions for searching out scholarships 
• scholarship related materials that can be found at Mt. Douglas 
 

Types of Scholarships 
 

1. Grade 12 Graduation Program Examination Scholarships: based on your performance in the 
Provincial Exams you will be writing in your academic courses.  You can either receive $1000 or if 
you are one of the top 20 students in the province you will receive $2500. These scholarships will be 
awarded to approximately 5000 students province-wide. 

Criteria 
 • must earn at least a B in English 12 or Francais Langue Premiere 12 

• from a student’s best 3 exam scores, the Ministry of Education will apply a minimum 
threshold of 86% for each examination. AP and IB scores can be used in this calculation. 
• be a Canadian citizen or landed immigrant 
• graduate from a BC school 

Scholarships must be redeemed within a 5-year period following graduation. The award is in the 
form of a voucher redeemable at a designated and accredited post-secondary institution. 

 
2. Passport to Education: awarded over grades 10 -12.There are 9000 stamps available to eligible 
B.C. schools for each grade.  The administration of the program is the responsibility of each 
individual school. Stamps are awarded on a pro-rated basis. 
Grade 10 and 11 stamps - each worth $250 
Grade 12 stamp - worth $500 ( A student must be a graduate to earn a Grade 12 stamp ) 
 
Stamps are issued for passports in August of each year and held at Mt. Douglas until graduation. 
Passport to Education must be redeemed with 5 years of graduation. More information about the 
Passport to Education program is available at the Ministry of Education website. 
www.bced.gov.bc.ca/awards/passport. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
3. Dogwood District/ Authority Awards: awarded to grads excelling in fields other than 
academics: Fine Arts both performing and visual, Applied Skills including Business, Tech Ed, CAD, 
Tourism, Home Ec., Information Technology, Physical Activity (not limited to Physical Education), 
Second Languages (including Aboriginal Languages).  These awards are applied for in June.  
Information and application forms can be found on BC Awards Online. 

Criteria 
• may receive both Grade 12 Graduation Program Examinations Scholarship and Dogwood 
District/ Authority Award 
• the District Scholarship Committee makes the selections in each area 
• the province will award 3000 awards pro-rated to district enrolment 
• you would receive a cheque for $500 and a tuition voucher of $500 if you are enrolled in a 
recognized post secondary programme or an approved apprenticeship programme 
• must be used within 5 years 
• must meet graduation requirements 
 

            4. District and School Awards:  
• District Awards are applied for in June and adjudicated in October.  More information and 
application forms can be found on BC Awards Online 
• it is the policy of School District 61 and Mt. Douglas that one student does not “take it all”, 
however many students do win more than one scholarship as they are eligible for more than 
one type of award 
• most in school awards do not require an application and are adjudicated in October 

 
5. University Entrance Awards:  
 

UVic:                                                                                                                                                               
• Application required 
• 90% average on grade 11 and 12 academic courses needed for entrance awards 
• several at $2000 – some may be as much as $6500 renewable for   4 years 

 
 

UBC:  
• No application required 
• academic scholarships for marks only are automatic at various percentages 
• an application is required for the over 80 Entrance Scholarships offered by UBC 

for outstanding academics combined with leadership in many facets of school 
life 

• the school can nominate up to 2% of the graduating class for consideration for 
the UBC Major Entrance Scholarships 

 
Every university has different requirements and application processes for scholarships. It is 
important to check the website of each institution frequently to make sure that all requirements are 
being met. 
 
6. Private Scholarships: 

• can be any amount  
• administered by various donor scholarship committees, unions, foundations, associations 
and affiliated groups 
• you may be asked if you are being sponsored by the school – this means that the 
organization expects the school to rank students; the school may be asked to limit the 
number of applicants 



 
 
 
District Scholarship Handbook 
 

• The District Scholarship Handbook is on-line and searchable at 
www.bcawardsonline.sd61.bc.ca. This website is constantly updated and therefore your best 
information source. There is more information on this site later in this handout.  
 • The Handbook is revised yearly. We always have a number of the year before available on loan. 
• You will find the Handbook in the Career Centre Library on a short term loan. 
• The Handbook has specific information on a great number of scholarships.  It is colour coded with 
an alphabetical index at the end of the book.  The index is alphabetized by first name i.e. the Ethel 
Pearl Maud Fisher Scholarship is listed under the E’s not the F’s. 
• We recommend that you take the book home and have your parents look at it as well. 
. 

Resource Centres 
 

• You can find information on Scholarships and Universities and Colleges in the Career Centre in 
the Library. 
• Many scholarship applications are on-line. These applications are either downloaded or completed 
on- line for submission. We don’t necessarily get all applications; sometimes just getting the 
application is part of the vetting process so read all the details of the scholarship carefully. If you 
need help obtaining an application see Ms. Bailey.   
• There are charts on the board outside the library that outline information and deadlines. 
• There are Scholarship resource books in the Career Centre Library. 
• Don’t forget to ask Mrs. Kim Irving for help.  She has all the answers or will know where to find 
them. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How to Search for Scholarships and 
Bursaries 

                                                                                  
 

• Check the B.C. Awards Online Handbook in the Career Centre (Library).  The Handbook may 
be borrowed from the library overnight.  The Handbook can also be accessed online at 
http://bcawardsonline.sd61.bc.ca – this is the most up-to-date version. 

• The Career Centre has print resources for winning scholarships, sports scholarships, financial assistance, 
loans, etc.  Also check the University and College calendars. 

• Research Scholarships on the Internet – many sites are listed on the following page.  Most Universities 
and Colleges have a Financial Aid section on their web sites. 

• For further scholarship information – see the scholarship information on the bulletin boards outside the 
Career Centre.  Research affiliation scholarships and professional associations.  Also consider talking to 
Ms. Bailey outside of the timetable Scholarship class. 

• Find the scholarships that you are eligible for, if you need assistance obtaining an application form 
please see Ms. Bailey or ask Mrs. Irving or a Counsellor for assistance. 

• Keep in mind that deadlines are very important.  Try to send in the application a week prior to the 
deadline. 

 
Financial Aid & Scholarships Internet – http:// 
Association of Universities & Colleges of Canada www.aucc.ca 
BC Awards Online bcawardsonline.sd61.bc.ca 
BC Financial Opportunities For Students www.bced.gov.bc.ca/awards 
BC School Sports www.bcschoolsports.ca 
BC Student Assistance Program www.aved.gov.bc.ca/studentservices 
Canada Millennium Scholarships www.millenniumscholarships.ca 
Canada Student Loan www.canlearn.ca 
Canadian Association of Principals wwwcdnprincipals.org 
Canadian Hospitality Foundation www.chfscholarships.com 
Canadian Merit Scholarship Foundation www.cmsf.ca 
FastWeb Canada www.fastweb.com 
The Financial Aid Information Page www.finaid.org 
Loans for Canadian students go to the US www.iefc.com 
Mach 25 www.collegenet.com/mach25 
School Finder www.schoolfinder.com 
Salliemae - Planning & Paying for College www.salliemae.com 
Scholarships Canada www.scholarshipscanada.com 
StudentsAwards.com www.studentawards.com 
The Student Study Guide – US www.ed.gov 
Study Series.com-Financial Assistance www.collegeview.com 
YourMoney Network www.yourmoney.cba.ca 
Youth Path (click on Money) www.youth.gc.ca 

*This is by no means a complete list. 
Links to these websites and many more can be found on the Mount Doug website.  

Go to the Career Centre link.  
Please do your homework & research, research, research! 



IMPROVE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING SCHOLARSHIP MONEY BY FOLLOWING 
THESE APPLICATION TIPS. 

 
 

1. Obtain information.  Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope when you request application forms by 

mail.  These days most application forms can be found on-line. 

2. Apply only if eligible.  Read all of the scholarship requirements and directions carefully and make sure you 

are eligible before you send in your application. 

3. Read the Fine Print.  Complete the application in full.  Pour over the application with a fine-tooth comb, 

focusing on instructions. If a question does not apply, note that on the application. Don’t just leave a blank. 

If the application requires a high school transcript, for example, request one immediately.  Then follow up to 

make sure transcripts have arrived.  

4. Call if you have questions.  Most applications come with a phone number.  If instructions that are unclear 

bog you down, pick up the phone and call for advice or ask your counsellor. 

5. Ask for letters of recommendation early.  A recommendation letter should be a detailed statement from 

someone such as a principle, teacher, employer, coach or minister.  Someone who knows you well and 

knows your achievements.  Give that person plenty of time and assist him or her by providing something in 

writing (like a resume), detailing your strengths and accomplishments.  Make certain that person knows the 

deadline and what award you are applying for.  Then send that person a thank you note. 

6. Practice makes perfect.  If essays or paragraph-long answers to questions are asked for, rework them 

until they are clear and well written.  Be willing to do it over to get it right!  Show your application to a 

teacher or parent or someone who can give constructive criticism. 

7. Neatness counts.  Type all application forms, essays, etc.  Ask someone else to proofread them.  “Picture 

perfect” is what you’re going for here: no whiteouts, corrections with a pen, misspellings, or crumpled paper.  

Make a couple of photocopies of all of the forms before you fill them out.  Use the copies as working drafts 

as you develop your application packet. 

8. Keep a record.  Make copies of everything you send so you’ll have a reference at a later date.  If your 

application goes astray, you’ll be able to reproduce it quickly.  

9. Send the application in on time.  Impose your own deadline that is at least two weeks prior to the 

official deadline. Don’t rely on extensions, very few scholarship providers allow them at all.  Put you name 

and SIN on all pages of the application.  Pieces may get lost unless they are clearly identified. 

10. Explore all possibilities.  Keep seeking out scholarship opportunities.  Check your library, school resource 

center, or the Internet for possibilities. Check out what’s worked for others.  Talk to anyone you know who 

has won a scholarship.  Pick his or her brain for pointers on ways to improve your application. 

 
 
 
  
 



 
 
 

http://www.aved.gov.bc.ca/studentaidbc/ 



 
 
 

http://www.aved.gov.bc.ca/studentaidbc/apply/designated.htm 
 
 
 
 



The Scholarship Resume 

Follow these steps in preparing the resume:   
 
Part One: 
Brainstorm relevant data to complete each of the following categories: 
 

♦ Academic Achievements - Include all awards (some may be discarded in the final copy 
but leave the options there by including everything).  Include such things as Honour Roll 
standing , math or writing competitions, gifted classes, etc.  Include your GPA if it is worth 
boasting. 

♦ Athletic Achievements - Include all awards, team, organizing events, participation in solo 
and team events, MVP awards, etc. 

♦ Achievements in Visual and Performing Arts - Music, dance, drama, art: give details such 
as roles, exhibitions, events, etc. 

♦ School Involvement - Membership in Student Council, clubs, interest groups, peer 
tutoring, school volunteer experiences. 

♦ Community Involvement - (outside school) Groups, scouting/guiding movement, church 
groups (choir, teaching Sunday School), interest groups (Sierra), volunteer work (candy 
stripers). 

♦ Conferences/Workshops - Date, place, time, eg. Student Council Retreat, course related 
workshops eg. basketball workshop, theatre workshops. 

♦ Skills - key boarding, languages, inter-personal communication, first aid certification eg. 
CPR. 

♦ Interests - Anything which makes you an interesting person. 

♦ Work Experience - Name and telephone number of your employers, most recent first plus 
a summary of your position and duties. 

♦ Career Plans - Immediate and long term goals. 
 
At this point do not worry about the order of the data and don't pre-judge the relevancy.  Go 
as far back as Grade 10 and put the dates for each listing in parentheses (2006-07). 
 
 



The Scholarship Resume 
 
Part Two: 
Order the data in each category. 
 

♦ Academic Achievements - Most recent first.  If more than one achievement in a given year, 
list the most important first.  If some achievements span several years, eg. Honour Roll 
standing (2006-07).  Put the longest term achievements which are still current first. 

♦ Athletic Achievements - Group by sport or activity.  Within each grouping, begin with the 
most recent achievement or activity. 

♦ Achievements in Visual and Performing Arts - Group by category eg. Dance, Music, 
Drama.  Within each grouping, begin with the most recent achievement or activity. 

♦ School Involvement - Group by activity and within each activity, begin with the most 
recent involvement. 

♦ Community Involvement - Group by activity and within each activity, begin with the 
most recent involvement. 

♦ Seminars, workshops, conferences - Begin with the most recent. 

♦ Work experiences and employment - Begin with the most recent. 
 
Part Three: 
 

♦ Eliminate data that falls into the "padding" category. 

♦ Do not include anything in your scholarship resume that you would not be prepared to 
discuss intelligently at an interview. 

♦ Interview questions are generally based on the information that you have included in your 
resume.  Be prepared to discuss anything you have included. 

 
Part Four: 
 

♦ Format the resume. 

♦ Get someone to proof read the resume. 

♦ Submit the resume on time. 
 

Good Luck!      



What You Can Do to Help Your Children 
Succeed in College or University 

1998 Dr. Marina Zinatelli, Pychologist 
 
Is it possible for parents to have constructive conversations with their children about school?  Most 
parents would agree that it's often difficult if not impossible.  Most would also agree that things are not 
getting better.  As tuition costs increase and the notion of a "secure" career choice becomes more and 
more out of date, parents try harder and have less success helping their children cope with the new 
challenges that college or university education presents. 
 
The good news is that there are things that parents can do to help.  There is a growing body of 
information that deals with what helps people manage intellectually challenging tasks, cope with 
change, manage time, organize themselves, motivate themselves, manage stress and learn effectively.  
The following tips may help you feel a little less confused and frustrated in your efforts to support your 
children. 
 

Dos and Don'ts for Helping Your Children Succeed in College of University 
 

Do Don't 
 express confidence in their abilities 
 respect their privacy 
 give positive feedback when they study 
 listen carefully to their concerns 
 celebrate large and small successes 
 show an interest in their goals 
 let them cope with disappointment 
 help create a good study location 
 ask how you can help 
 encourage them to access resources 

 foster self-doubt and worry 
 pressure them for information 
 say "you should be studying now" 
 cut them off and interrupt 
 focus only on long-term outcomes 
 minimize what's important to them 
 say "I told you so" 
 expect them to study anywhere 
 provide help they may not want 
 ignore warning signs 

 
 
 

Warning Signs 
 

Most students experience some kind of threat to their success at some point in their studies.  The 
following are factors that tend to minimize the impact of these threats: 
 
1. supportive parents/family 
2. solid network of close friends 
3. financial support 
4. self-management and 
5. study skills 
 
Fortunately, these factors are not fixed and problems in any area can be addressed.  It is best to foster 
these protective factors as much as possible to prevent problems from occurring and to pay attention to 
warning signs and act as soon as possible. 
 
 



Common Threats to Success and Resources for Help 
 

Threats Resources 
 lack of interest in chosen field 
 too much time at part-time job 
 not enough time studying 
 trouble learning certain concepts 
 relationship breakup 
 trouble adjusting to university learning 
 illness 
 conflict with roommate 
 financial crisis 
 harassment 
 social isolation/home sickness 

 interest testing 
 financial aid 
 study skills training 
 professor/teaching assistant/tutor 
 counselling 
 study skills/time management training 
 campus health services 
 residence administration 
 financial aid 
 harassment/equity officer 
 counselling/student clubs 

 
 
Although your children will have to face the challenge of succeeding in college or university in their 
own unique way, there are a number of things that you can do to help them succeed.  Most campuses 
also offer a wide range of student services to ease the transition from high school to college or 
university and to support students until they complete their degrees. 
 


